
William Merritt And The Rolf Harris Witch-Hunt  

 

William Merritt’s book was covered here in May. I have since been 

presented with a signed copy, so here is  a fuller review. 

I will start by making three tiny criticisms. Throughout the book he uses 

the word historic in relation to allegations of sex offences dating back years 

or decades. The correct word is historical; historic alludes to something of 

note, historical means simply in the past. Having said that, this is a 

common error that many people make – including me at one time. 

 

https://rolfharris.site/rolf-harris-press-2022-5-13.pdf


The text could have used some editing, in particular the author has an 

aversion to using pronouns, and it isn’t necessary to spell out a person’s 

name in full four or five times on the same page. The book could also use 

an index. Having said that, I read it cover to cover in a little more than four 

sittings. Those are the limits of my criticism. Now, some background. 

For younger readers, Rolf Harris was an A List celebrity for decades. 

Although he never broke the American market he was a massive star in 

Britain, in Malta – where he had a financial investment, in New Zealand, 

and in his native Australia. He arrived in Britain in 1952 to study art, and 

ended up working in showbiz: a singer, occasional songwriter, multi-

instrumentalist, comedian, raconteur, TV presenter, and a talented artist 

who was commissioned to paint the Queen for her eightieth birthday. He 

was also a big personality. It seemed the only people who didn’t like Rolf 

were those who didn’t like men with beards or who were jealous/envious of 

his success. Yet in 2014 his world came crashing down around his ears 

when he was convicted on all 12 counts of sexual offences by a jury at 

Southwark Crown Court. How did this happen? To understand that, we 

need to mention another celebrity, Jimmy Savile. 

Although not as big a star or as talented as Rolf, Savile was also a well-

known celebrity in Britain. Principally he was a disk jockey and TV 

presenter, but he also raised enormous amounts of money for hospitals and 

perhaps even more important, raised awareness about mental health. 

In the 1970s, he visited the now closed Duncroft School several times. This 

was a special school for bright girls who had done dumb things. Three 

decades later, several of these former Duncroft girls conspired to frame 

him for historical sex offences.  

In October 2009, detectives from Surrey Police travelled to Stoke 

Mandeville Hospital in Buckinghamshire where Savile had done legendary 

work, to question him by appointment. He turned up without legal 

representation and answered every question they put to him as well as a 

few they hadn’t, totally debunking all these women’s claims. 

Savile died in October 2011, two days before his eighty-fifth birthday and 

was given a funeral fit for a king. At this point, Mark Williams-Thomas 

crawled out of the woodwork. He had served with Surrey Police for twelve 

years then quit nearly halfway to a fat pension for a career in journalism. 

He then got together with Savile’s false accusers and produced a 

documentary that trashed his reputation regurgitating their debunked 

claims and adding a few more. 

https://www.bitchute.com/video/hfBYZ68rTTEs/


Alarmed at the publicity, the police appealed for “victims” of Savile to 

“come forward”, and come forward they did, literally in their hundreds. In 

the wake of the initial allegations there was a great deal of skepticism as 

can be seen from this excellent article in Tribune. Alas, it didn’t last long, 

and some of the stories pushed by the media were ludicrous. On January 

20, 2013, the Daily Express published a tall tale about a woman who 

claimed to have been raped by Savile when she was 13. During a satanic 

ritual! There were even claims he had procured boys for Prime Minister 

Edward Heath to murder on his yacht! 

Horrified by the flak they were catching for allowing these imaginary 

crimes to go unpunished, the police turned to living celebrities, and 

Operation Yewtree was launched. This did result in warranted convictions, 

but the only person who wasn’t already on their radar was the TV 

presenter Stuart Hall. The homosexual DJ Chris Denning was first 

convicted of sexual offences in 1974. Gary Glitter had fallen from grace in 

the 1990s. But Rolf? 

His problems started when a former friend of his daughter contacted the 

police in November 2012. She was the principal complainant in Rolf’s first 

trial. Because he wasn’t called in until after this trial, William Merritt 

discusses this case in Chapter 12. There were four complainants, she along 

with two of the others are given pseudonyms. The fourth, Wendy Rosher, 

also known as Wendy Wild, waived her anonymity and is now deceased. 

Another of Rolf’s accusers also waived her anonymity. Too kind by half, 

Merritt calls her Theresa Malcolm, but we will call her by her real name, 

Tonya Lee. 

According to Merritt, the trial was lost on account of Wendy Rosher, yet 

hers was the weakest allegation. She claimed Rolf indecently assaulted her 

when she was around 8 years old at the Leigh Park Community Centre in 

Havant. This would have been around 1969. At that time, Rolf was already 

a big star, and had he performed there, there would have been a paper 

trail. Indeed, had Rolf performed there, it is doubtful such a small 

organisation could have afforded his fees, and if he had performed free, for 

a charity function say, there would again have been a paper trail. That 

being said, the CPS charged him with this rubbish, the Crown presented it, 

the judge accepted it, and the jury convicted. Rosher made a compelling 

witness; it remains to be seen if she was dishonest, delusional or both, but 

Merritt and his small but dedicated team left no stone unturned to establish 

the truth. 

https://www.infotextmanuscripts.org/djetc/av-rhjnspcc-2.pdf


 

That being said, this was important because Rosher’s was the only 

allegation made of Rolf interfering with a prepubescent girl, which meant 

he was no longer legally a convicted paedophile, although that hasn’t 

stopped the media claiming he still is. 

Tonya Lee is an Australian national. As a teenager she had aspirations to 

become a dancer or some such, and of course it was Rolf’s fault that she 

didn’t.  In spite of the evidence uncovered by Merritt and his team, in 

particular the logistics of these sexual assaults which were supposed to have 

been perpetrated in a South London public house, the Court Of Appeal 

sided with the jury. 

Merritt doesn’t discuss Rolf’s principal accuser in any detail but she was 

the root cause of all his troubles and was clearly a woman scorned. 

Although only his occasional mistress, she was enraged when she found out 

he had a second mistress, one he had as good as invited into his home. The 

truth about their sexual liaisons came out a decade and a half before the 

trial when Rolf sent a handwritten letter of apology to her parents. If he 

hadn’t done this and had simply denied everything, he would probably 

never have been charged with anything even if accused. Who says honesty 

is its own reward? 

Although Merritt was unable to overturn any other convictions, he was 

able to prevent further damage. The so-called detectives who handle such 

cases and the imbeciles of the Clown Prosecution Service decided they 

wanted to keep Rolf behind bars until he died. They succeeded with the 

publicist Max Clifford who was given an eight year sentence two months 

before Rolf. He died at Littlehey Prison on December 7, 2017 aged 74. The 

CPS used the same dirty tricks against him as they had against Rolf. 

Rolf would face two further trials which resulted in a combination of 

acquittals and juries failing to agree. The barrister instructed for both 

trials was Stephen Vullo QC who understands how these witch-hunts 



operate. Merritt was very critical of Rolf’s first legal team but has nothing 

but praise for Vullo. 

Rolf wasn’t charged with sexually assaulting all his accusers, some were 

called as evidence of bad character. Bad character evidence is a relatively 

new development in English law, and a terrible one. In Rolf’s case it was 

extraordinary because rather than having a bad character he had an 

exemplary one. One of the bad character witnesses against Rolf was a 

woman who claimed he’d groped her in Malta in the 1970s. How does 

anyone refute a claim like that. William Merritt did! Although that 

allegation related to the first trial, it does no harm to set the record 

straight. 

The sickest allegation brought against Rolf was the claim he had groped a 

blind, disabled woman. This proved an embarrassment because once again 

Team Merritt was able to show the incident as the non-victim recounted it 

could not have happened. 

One of the many things Merritt found disturbing about this entire witch-

hunt was the sloppiness and at times outright dishonesty of the police.   

Another point to note is that investigations of this nature don’t come cheap; 

few accused men (and on occasion women) can afford to hire a small team 

of researchers to trawl through archives, knock on doors, and at times 

travel to other countries. One person who could was the American 

entertainer Bill Cosby; another was the Australian soap star who shares 

Rolf’s initials, Robert Hughes, who like Rolf had his career and reputation 

trashed as well as losing his freedom. 

Allegations of an historical nature are easy to make and almost impossible 

to refute, and even if they can be, there are seldom any consequences for 

gratuitously false accusers, of whom there are many. William Merritt is 

well aware of this. If you are a lawyer or have an interest in this subject, 

read his book. And pray you never need his services.  
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