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Retire? You'll
have to tie
Rolf down!

ON'T mention the word

retirement to Rolf Har

ris - even though the

evergreen entertainer
celebrates his 70th birthday to-
MOorrow

“To me, the word retire
equates with giving up.” says
Rolf, who marks the milestone
in Animal Hospital - Rolf's
Birthday Special tonight (BBC1
8pm).

Ijust enjoy working,” he
says. “I suppose if you keep
working it puts off the dreadful
moment when you have to de
cide what you're going to do if
vou didn’t work. I can’t imagine
retiring.’

In just six years, Animal Hos.
pital has become an institution
on British television. with
Viewers tuning in week after

veek to see how Joey the parrot

s. or whether Sparky the cat’s
has mended

It’s probably the gre
ff-hanger situatior

s writing a script

Rolf, whose face belies his 70

ears
It was originally rough
v r]\nll«l))”\‘ BBC

Hospital Watch

vhere a team of

cameras went

intoa human

hospita

ind fol

lowed op

n If the vets say
something that
; | don't
understand,
then | assume
that nobody
else watching
athome
knows either

erations and discussions. The
first series of Animal Hospital
was an intensive week of pro
grammes, and by Thursday we
were getting nine and a half
million viewers, which nobody
Id quite believe.
S series sees the pro
ramme leaving the big smoke
ind travelling up the M6 to
Manchester. to the RSPCA in
Salford and the Stapeley
Grange Wildlife Hospital in
rby Nantwich, so v viewers

%

wider range of
cases.
An animal
lover with
astan
dard poo-
dleand
five cats,
including
a hair

less sphinx, Rolf had never en-
visaged himself in a presenter’s
role.

“It's been quite a remarkable
chance for me to step back from
the show-off business of show
business. With Animal Hospital
I play second fiddle. The ani
mals, vets and owners are the
most important in the show and
I'm just here to liaise between
them and to support animals
and the owners, and translate
what the vets are saying, if it's
too technical,” he says. underes.
timating his part in the show

1 try to be the voice of Joe
Public and ask the questions
that they would ask. If the vets
say something I don’t under
stand, then I assume that no-
body else watching at home
knows. And sometimes the
owners are too overwhelmed to
sk anyway

He has, on occasion, broken
down on camera when owners
have been given bad news, and
he admits he finds it hard some
times, especially when animals
have been maltreated

The cruelly cases can be
quite horrifying. At least you
hope that if you show them
people will realise that there is
an alternative to going away
and locking an animal up and
pretending that it doesn’t
exist.”

Animal Hospital won the
award for the Most Popular Fac
tual Entertainment Show at the
National Television Awards in

1995, 1996, 1997 and 1999,

When it started in 1994
Rolf was in the midst of a
career low. Rolf's Cartoon Club

A year earlier Rnlr ha u!

shocked \h:"\u]tl!l | ['V<\v.

loses mx!hn;u] .H. n _vn.,

MANY HAPPY RETURNS: Rolf’s reached the grand old age of 70!

was a big hit?" I said | was
ing Six White Boomers
nd I've Lost My
Mummy,” laughs Rolf, who has
since heard the original ver
sion. “Had I heard it before I'd
recorded it, | would never had
done it in a million years. It's
such a fantastic recording

Now Robhie Williams' biggest
hit. Angels, is the latest to be
given the Rolf treatment

I'm putting out records on

the internet now, on my web-
site, rather than through a
record company. | always feel
that if you're older than 14
vou're getting too old to record!
got to be in a boy or girl
band!” explained Rolf

It’s the singing that Rolf ~ull
finds the most mlnlllnu part of
his repertoire. “It's the

back from the auc
gives you a terrifi
going well

With Animal Hospital, ¢
birthday gig in London’s Shep
herd’s Bush, Glastonbury and
anart r\)wt\mnn to look for

be much ¢ h ance of Rolf 1 aking
things easy






