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Rolf changes channels at the crossroads of his Tv career

Drawing on
his talents

by Syd Gillingham

Soonovovlaw,uvaﬂonm,ho's
going to be found out — someone some-
where will twig that all these years he's
been paid for just having a good time.

“I had this feeling at the very start of my
career,” he chuckles, “‘and I still get it now.
It's only a matter of time before I'm expos-
ed!”

But behind the jokey exterior, there is the
serious realisation that he has reached poss-
ibly the most important crossroads in his

career.

For after more than
35 years with BBC Tv,
he has defected to ITv
with a new 22-week
series, 'Rolf's Cartoon
Club’, beginning on
Thursday.

He says: “I've enjoy-
ed my years with the
BBC tremendously but
1 was getting bogged
down. I don't want this
to sound nasty but when
1 put up ideas, they said
they were already using
me extensively in ‘Car-
toon Time' and that was
that. It was like a slap
in the face.

“But HTV, which is
producing the new
series for ITv, has seen
the potential in me and
other exciting projects
are already lined up.

““There's a new gener-
ation of viewers who
think all I can do is
draw cartoons. It's a
bit of a shock when little
kids come up and tell
me, ‘My mummy says

you used to sing’.

N
Projects

Some of those other
projects include a new
adult evening series
with star names and a
unique format, a Christ-
mas special and screen-
ing of the four-part
‘Rolf's Walkabout 20
Years Down the Track’
— his return to Austra-
lia's Northern Terri-
tory.

“In the past, my ca-
reer has sort of wander-
ed along,” says Rolf,
“mainly because of the
character I am. I enjoy
doing so many different
things — working with
symphony orchestras,
compering nature
shows, doing huge
paintings and so on.

“1 just enjoy doing
creative things. There

Rolf Harris as he is best-known ...

has never been any driv-
ing, burning ambition.
What I've always had,
though, is a horror of
the star syndrome. One
of the most important
things for me is to re-
maun a real person.

I can’t imagine hav-
ing to be hustled
through clutching
crowds from the stage
door to a waiting limo.
1 like to stop and have
a yarn with whoever's
there. I've even met
people in showbusiness
who'd rather run a mile
than sign an auto-
graph.”

Emigrated

Rolf, 59 at the end of
this month, was born at
Bassendean in Perth,
Western Australia — his
parents had emigrated
there from Cardiff. Rolf
came to Britain in 1952,
enrolled at art school
and did cabaret work
at night.

Showbiz won over art,
he made his Tv debut
here as a cartoonist-
storyteller, and not
many years later had
huge success with the
hit records ‘Tie Me Kan-
garoo Down Sport’ and

‘Sun Arise’ (‘Two Little
Boys' came 10 years
later).

Order

Rolf and his sculp-
tress wife, Alwen —
their 25-year-old daugh-
ter Bindi, is an accom-
plished portrait painter
and is studying for a
degree in fine arts —
live in a Dbeautiful
Thames-side house in
Berkshire

In January — on Aus-
tralia Day — he was
made a Member of the
Order of Australia. He
already has the MBE
and OBE.

But he recalls his role
in the 1979 concert to
mark the 150th anniver-
sary of the founding of
Western Australia as
the most memorable
event of his career.

Books

“It was in my home
town of Perth,' says
Rolf, “‘the place was
packed with eight and
a half thousand people
and my mum and dad
were there to watch
their  youngster at
work!""

He's busy now illus-
trating a series of chil-
dren’s books, he has fol-
lowed up his own books
(they've covered music,
paintings and cartoons,
among other subjects)
with his first novel for
children, ‘Win Or Die
(The Making Of A
King)' and in May he's
off to Australia for an-
other concert tour.

So what's left to do?

“I'd love to do some
straight acting,”” re-
veals Rolf. “In a film,
perhaps, because
months on end in a the-
atre would bore me stiff.
Some years ago I played
an 80-year-old man in a

part.

called “The Little Con-
vict' and I really enjoy-
ed that.

“I'd also like to have
a little more spare time
My relaxation is doing
something I don’'t have
to do — some wood-
carving, maybe, or

a stone.

“I'm terrible for put-
ting things off. I sudden-
ly find letters I meant
to answer three weeks
ago. 1 suppose I ought
to have a secretary to
badger me but I hate
that formal side to life.”
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