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The horror behind

AN epidemic of distress, guilt. horror
and fear is sweeping

lurks unseen, behind clo:

through Britain. It
doors, and

its victims become the innocent made

guilty.

The sexual abuse of children is a topic
swept firmly under respectable h\'ln%‘room

carpets. A taboo subject. something w

ich is

dirty and odd — and one which is deliber-

ately misunderstood.

No less than 75 per
concern an adult wit

cent of reported cases
hin the abused child’s

immediate circle. a friend of the family — or.
often, a member of the family.

Richard Johnson 15 in his
early 30s. He's one of 13
children — and all of them
were sexually abused by
their alcoholic father

But Richard grew up at a
time when there was little
help available for such
cases — his brothers and
sisters were treated as
problem children not chil
dren with a problem

Now there 1 growing
pressure for action 10 be
taken to clamp down on a
crime which has such hor
rendous. long-term effects

In the next few weeks
crime prevention officers
and chiel police officers
from all over the country
will be shown a video Kids
Can Say No which aims to
help children to help them
selves
The film has been made
by and features Rolf Harris
already a firm favourite
with children

Future

For the Richard Johnsons
of this world. the video has
come too late — but he
firmly believes that it will
help families like his in the
future

Richard is now actively

Crisis Line. giving direct
help to both children and
adults who get caught up in
this distressing crime

ually abused is learning to

I'm fortun
ate. [ can now trust my wife
and all the people I work
with

But as a child. | felt like
afreak — different from the

aged and dirtied It was as
though. as a victim. | car
ried all the world's guilt
and wanted to run away
from society

Many of Richard's
brothers and sisters turned
to prostitution and crime —
a road down which many
sexually abused children
travel

Rolf Harris — who made
the film with Jessica Skip
pen and Carolyn Okell
ones — admits that at the
start of the project he was
terrified_about getting it
right. hitting just the right
note without unnecessarily
alarming young children
about their relationships
with adults

We agonised over it for
more than two years before
we were sure.” he said

Judgement
We wanted to explain to

delightiul — people don't
touch enough But there's a
ves' feeling and a ‘no

ing to touches and they
should be able to trust their
own judgement about that

closed
oors

“If they get a no feeling
then the film gives them the
ammunition they need to
express that — and to deter
abuse

Because of its_subject
funding for the film was
difficult to come by — many

cerned that their image
would suffer if they got
involved in the project
n the end. the technical
facilities were provided by
Barclay's Bank Video
Department and the rest of
the money has come from a
private trust which has
asked not to be named
“There 1s ambivalence.
fear and resistance from
agencies. professionals and
arents themselves.” says
arolyn Okell Jones
“There is still a stigma. a
sense of dirtiness which
affects even those involved
in the helping process.
There was even concern
that the film would enable
children who had been
abused in the past to come
forward and disclose what
had happened — and that
the help services would be
overwhelmed by the num

But it is the most fun
damental right of a child to
be safe. either in our com.
munity or behind closed
doors.

We need more pro
fessionally trained people
more information and more
funding — to acknowledge
that ('ﬁlldren have rights
and needs

Its a difficult line to
walk. though In America
the fears a < s
safety has already become
big business.

irms are selling worried
arents microchips to be
itted into their child's
teeth so that there could be
easy 1dentification of mur
dered victims across State
lines — and electronic
alarm belts. which sound
offif a child strays outside a
given area

Reaction

This 1s an hysterical
reaction.” says Carolyn
~and not one we want to

impo
“But we can’t put the full
responsibility on children
themselves — the whole
area is a major public men
tal health problem. and the
sexual images in the media
don't help.

One of the worrying
trends among the rising
number of reported cases —
seen as only the tip of the
iceberg — is the falling age
of the victims

The problem then is to get
children to unlearn the
experience they have had

at home. and if treatment 1s
sought early then the
results can be very good

But many children do not
have the courage to come
forward. sometimes until
years have passed For
them the trauma of abuse
can lead to overwhelming
guilt and emotional confu
Slon, deep depression. mar
riage_problems and even
suicide

The Kids Can Say No
video 1s designed 1o be
shown to groups of children
— only in the presence of an
adult who has been primed
by the teaching n
have been especially pre
pared to help stimulate dis
cussion and answer chil
dren’s questions

It is hoped that in many
areas of the country the
caring professions will get
together to arrange screen-
ings_and to monitor the
results

Police

video,” says Carolyn “At
last the professional aware-
ness of the problem of child
sexual abuse 1 increasing
“I had a very good child
hood.” Rolf Harnis says. 1
was surrounded by love and
affection
“Sadly that isn't true for
all kids. But if we can pre-
hem. make them
aware that their bodies are
their property and that they
can say ‘no — then they will
have learned a lesson
which can protect them

& Rolf Harris
years before we were sure.

“We .mlud over it for two






